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SUBJECT: COMMANDING GENERAL SPENDS CHRISTMAS AT THE FRONT 

REF: (A) LOURENCO MARQUES 760 OF DECEMBER 27, 1972 (*OTAL) 

(B) LOURENCO MARQUES 009 OF JANUARY 4, 1972 

1. AS HAS BY NOW BECOME A TRADITION, MOZAMBIQUE'S COMMANDING 
GENERAL BASTO MACHADO AND HIS WIFE SPENT CHRISTMAS DAY 
WITH THE TROOPS THIS YEAR AT MAGOE VELHO AND FINGOE IN 

TETE DISTRICT, SPENDING NIGHT AT LATTER. GENERAL NACHADO 
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY NAVY COMMANDER ADMIRAL MOURA DA FONSECA, 
BY CHIEF OF STAFF BRIGADIER JOAO DOS SANTOS CORREIA AND 
THEIR WIVES, AS WELL AS COMMANDER OF OETE MILITARY ZONE, 

RODRIGO DA SILVEIRA. 

2. WHILE THESE POSTS ARE NOT AS CLOSE TO ZAMBIAN BORDER 
AS THOSE VISITED IN PREVIOUS YEARS BY FORMER COMMANDER 
IN CHIEF KAULZA DE ARRIAGA, THEY ARE IN ACTIVE MILITARY 
AREAS AND VISIT IS MEANT TO SERVE SAME MORALE-BOLSTERING 
PURPOSE. 
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EM COMMENT: IN CARRYING ON TRADITION OF SPENDING CHRISTMAS 
WITH THE TROOPS, THERE *RE NOTABLE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
GENERAL MACHAD*'S STYLE OF OPERATING AND THE MORE FLAM- 
BOYANT METHODS OF HIS PREDECESSOR. MACHADO S RETINUE WAS 
ONLY FRACTION OF THE SIZE OF THAT NORMALLY ACCOMPANYING 
DE ARRIAGA. PRESS COVERAGE BARELY AMOUNTED TO TWO FULL 
COLUMNS RATHER THAN THE SEVERAL PAGE SPREAD NORMALLY 
DEVOTED TO DE ARRIAGA'S TRIPS. ALL THIS IS IN LINE WITH 
MACHADO S EVIDENT ATTEMPT, WITHOUT NEGLECTING PUBLIC RE- 
LATIONS ASPECT, TO CREATE IMPRESSION OF NO-NONSENSE ATTEN- 
TION TO BUSINESS AND STRAIGHT FORWARD SOLDIERING, THUS 
COUNTER NG CRITICISM OF WHAT MANY CONSIDERED OVEREMPHASIS 
ON PUBLICITY AND OVEREXPENDITURE OF BOTH FUNDS AND PERSONNEL 
ON CEREMONIAL ASPECTS OF THE JOB DURING PREDECESSOR'S 
TOUR. 

VAN OSS 
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